RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                     139
man of a different opinion in religion, there must be much more to be said why she should not marry one that despises religion : and this, indeed, I said to your youngest daughter, applauding her conduct, though I did not know that you had used her hardly on that account.
Fa. I would be obliged to you, madam, to let me know what discourse you had with her too, for that affair is still depending.
Wife. With all my heart; my discourse was not
long.-
(She repeats ivhat she had said to the youngest daughter.)
Fa. Indeed, madam, you are right; the thing is so indeed ; but he was a pretty gentleman, and had a very noble estate, and I was mightily pleased with the thoughts of the match, and that made me more passionate with the child than I should otherwise have been.
Wife. But how came she to know he was such a one?
Fa. Truly, his own folly too ; he told her so directly, in so many words ; owned he had not troubled his head about religion, and did not intend It; made a banter and jest of religion in general; told her, it was a road he had never travelled, and that he intended to choose a wife first, and then, perhaps, he might choose his religion.
Wife. Nay then, either he had no conduct, or no affection for her.
Fa. As to the last, he not only professed a great deal of affection, but chose her out from the rest, (and you know she is the youngest, for I designed my eldest for him,) and made her the particular mistress of his choice; and I verily believe loved her very well; nay, the girl cannot deny but she had a